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THE FERN DO VALLEy CH ER, SONs OF THE
RIcan REVOLUTION CORDIQLLY NVITE You ATTEN THE EIGHTYH
ANNUg], INSTQLLHTION OF OFFICERS BanqQug =
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Same old newslett. What 's this?.ﬁn old
HEY! g Newsletter With a
. new look!




X k X kX X X THE VALLEY GOMPATRIOT *x kX X X X *x X

OUR C)PﬂﬁhF’WFEEF?‘ﬁa» '

T Pﬁfif—f’ni;T's e RmAaNENT
= FUN
oPEN Pﬂ(DLJfSEE
THE _FUND

9 resident and Mary Lou Iﬂﬁ__ggﬁgﬁﬁ

Robertson held the

Chapter's traditional Anonymous :

A Christmas Open House at N L

their new home in Camarillo on

December 13th. The catered i et
affair was attended by over
seventy peoprle including the

President of the George S. James A. McKellep

‘llllll|lllllalnl

Patton Chapter, Bob Nedry, past
State Treasuer Bill TIMelton and Donald Norman Moran
State Vice President—South S l
arthur Wm. Barrett (Long Beach Norman Philip Moran

t 5 and a large deleg—
Sy Roger E. Robertson

ation from the San Fernando

Vvall Chapter.
=5 > D.E. - ABirlels Semerau

Making the party even
more interesting was the house
is not quite complete. The pre-—
vious day., numerous workman
hurried about finishing wvarious
necessary things.

Jeffrey L. Towery

Walter G. Turnell

Walter H. Walley

We regret that we were txxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxtxxxxxxxxxxxx

unable to obtain photographs
owing to camera failure! DUES ARE DUE

S uring the next few weeks
R vou will be receiving
‘ 4 your annual dues notice.
iAanIt provides you with the

A special thanks to the
Robertson's for going the extra
mile to continue our Chapter
traditions.

EXKEEEERKKKRKEXXEERXXXXRREX KX KXX details of your dues assessment
which is needed to financ :
e the

””EELBEE;DhﬂEE NEW operations of the Society at all
MBER three levels: National, State

h’;fﬁg
LS i)
BVE)

and Chapter.
e are please to announce
that another
gentlemen Traditio
STy : n
#yk{ ?3 attained membership has a _ally, the Chapter,
p Gl i n the San F lways listed the
VEliey Cheoter & AR ernando programs that have been
T attending,ou' - K. _He has by donation rather th gy
e el r meetings on We will again be d han dues.
o irioiE i 1z and has been Directly abowve O AR s
asiaes speciaTy valuable results of our gOU can see the
al welcome to: started thio yeairma;:nt Fund,
. © earned

AUDEL H. HICKS interest from this fund

various

equivalent to th is
Ch =

Who is desce of TWENT e Chapter due

ndant fro Y members wi s

Swango. Del will m Abraham usual membership o ”;E:out the

E es. This

membership receive is Chri
ce ifi stmas,
Installation rtificate at the

consider the S
i : - A.
dinner in January R.
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12:00 Noon 14 February 1988
- “ ‘\
4 The Officers and Sl Color Guards from
en of the San L i
® various Army, Navy,

Eernando Valley Chap- z Marine and aqir Force

er,. Sons of the Junior and Senior
American Revolution 7 R.0.T.C. units along
?xt?nd : to you _ an ~ 4g%y ‘ with Color Guards
invitation to partici- e e : from all branches of
pate in the Fifth : ; the Armed Forces
Annual Massing of the Other Organizations
Colors in tribute to that will be part-
the Father of our icipating are: The
Country, General

Ancient and Honorable

George Washington. Artillery Company of

- B4 Boston; The Society

The Ceremony will i of Cincinnati; The

be held at the colos— _ A Sons of the Revol-
sal George Washington : ution; The Sons and
Monument at the Court ; . : Daughters of the

of Liberty, Forest
Lawn-Hollywood Hills,
6300 Forest Lawn Dr.,
Burbank, California.

il

Pilgrims; The Sons of
Union Veterans; The
Sons of Confederate
Veterans; The Society
of Colonial Wars; The
Military order of the
World Wars; The
W Veterans of Foreign

The Ceremonies
will include a Formal
Wreath laying by the

A ja';-,-l ~

Sons of the American g Wars; The American
Revolution and with = Legion; Brigade of
appropriate remarks by =] | the American Revol-
various Civic Dignit- = § ution; The Boy Scouts
aries and prominent ! of America and the
personalities. Girl Scouts of
American; The Ciwvil

The ceremony will : Air Patrol and others

include the stirring
music of the Drums and ) ;
Pipes of the Clan ¥ TETEEETTTT R

This, the Fifth
Annual General George
Washington Commemor-—

i d with
Donnécbaldb- - e the ative Massing of the
participation ?f 3 Colors is being held
me
colorf—‘u%ly s Drwa,. GENERAL to honor the memory
RBVOlUtlon:;Y = Al ) GEORGE of the Father of our
coftes =uar do vValley |WASHINGTON Country "Who was
San Fernag s o First 1in War% F:rgt
Chapter, o ER i Peace and First in
2 THE F&aTH in z

he "Deléuare RB[S)lmB;':E OF OUR the hearts of hf‘s
of FOOE éhzheﬂmsigﬁan COUNTRY Countrymen."cogitryf:
ters O this

Revolution wlllFl bz 1739 —— 1799 greatest hero, let's
displaying the s ) honor him together.

of the Revolution.
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C:CDhﬂF’#\ﬁ'F?ZICD'TEB OUR 2
IN THE F?EE\/CDL_LJ“FZICDPQAAF?‘K
NEWS WAR L IVING
HISTORY
t is to the credit of ESF:EEA;F<EEFQ'E5 BUREAU

A the Compatriots of the
Chapter to be able to
-~ report that every member
asked to serve this year as an
officer agreed to do SO. The

expressed willingness to serve ,
is "newsworthy". i;
uJAAPdLJAAFQ‘( g;
EBZ[F?’FP*ED#A‘(ES ;;
THOMAS WARDEN 01-01 3
&y
ROBERT STEELE 01-12 é?
BRUCE JAGGER 01-27 é?
&
JANUASRY

AMPQPQII\/EEF?ESAAF?'IEEES

BOB & LAURA MOORE 01-27-78 9he Chapter has Satabl-
ished the "REVOLUTIONARY
: WAR LIVING HISTORY

7l SPEAKERS BUREAU" and has
already preformed at two events.

The concept was introduced to us

t!t!*!#!*!*t*!l!!#'Rtx!*!!l!!!!!

THE S.A.R.'s

S_I_TAA_I_iS by C.A.S.S.A.R. Vice-President
(south) Arthur Wm. Barrett last
August.

The prodect fills several
needs. The first, and most
important is the establishment
of a method to gain much needed

F—v==<he Sons of the American
e KE!R ! .

-*h*#&@ evolution is a Tax
0N Exempt , non-profit Corp-

/ m)ﬂ :

rade w4 oration. It operates
under the I.R.S.'s 5013C clause
thereby making all donations to

;l:e‘;Soc:i.et;yI:I wheather Chapter, z:zz:zitis f:; zhe lS'Q'R'h &P
ate or ational, Snp 1 ylio. L the
DEDUCTIBLE. are I1AX stated objectives of the S.A.R.
declared to be PATRIOTIC, HIST-
The I.R.S. has furnished DRI and L O Both
us with &0 Tast Exomotion® Compatriots Berni Campbell and
P i Jeff Towery advise that there is
available television time for
95-3685 784 such presentations.
If you are a bit of a
: “"H n
If _ you have made = and enjoy speaking before grozgs
substantial donation Pl the you should wvolunteer. All
S.A.R., Notitk should need to do is o
supplied number - use the Foe s 2 read two books,
vour Federal Tei . aYgEtiile iliarize yourself with th
ax Forms. 18th cent 1 e
The Chapt uryf and your pe d
er wj] ady.
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THE
SAN FERNANDO VALLEY
CHAPTER
S. A R.
R.OIT.C. AWARDS
PROGRAM

The San Fernando Valley SAN FERNAND(O HIGH
Chapter, S.A.R. is very NAVY JR. ROTC
proud of it's wide
range of programs. Our On April 24th, Compat-—
) participation 1in the riot James A. INMcKellep
Reserve 0Officer's Training Corps presented the Bronze R.O.T.C.
(R:O.?.C.) awards program is a medal on behalf of the San
shinning example. Under the. Fernando Valley Chapter
capable leadership of the ROTC
Committee Chairman, Compatriot JAMES MONROE HIGH ARMY Jr.ROTC
Walter G. Turnell, the Chapter's
participation 1in this National On May 15th, 1987 President
Society program has exceeded all Roger E. Robertson presented the
expectations. The program is Bronze R.0.T.C. medal to Cadet/
divided 1into two categories. Sergeant Ching Tang.
High School and the College
levels. To the High School (or DAVID JORDAN HIGH aARMY Jr.ROTC
Junior) ROTC we present a Bronze
ROTC Medal and certificate. To Compatriot Walter G. Turnell
the College level there 1is a provided the ROTC medal to Cadet
Silver ROTC IMedal and cert-— Francisco Vasquez on May 15th.
icate Both are 2iven for
demonstrated leadership ability, CRENSHAW HIGH MARINE Jr.ROTC
soldierly bearing and overall
excellance. On June 1llth Compatriot Walter
G. Turnell provided the medal
The Chapter felt that this that was presented to Cadet
program 1s so importance, we Charles Gilliam.
have enhanced it. We present a
regular officer's Sword (or CANYON COUNTRY HIGH A.F.ROTC
sabre) to the college Cadet/Mid-
shipman in lieu of the Silver On May 17th, Compatriot Donald
ROTC Medal. Three such swords N. Moran presented the ROTC
are presented annually. medal to Cadet David B. Krueger.
JR. R.O. T .C. CANOGA PARK HIGH A.F. Jr. ROTC
F°F?EEESEEPQ'FAA‘F:[CDPJEB g
Col. F. Forts, Commanding the
yAN NUYS HIGH ARMY Jr.ROTC Jr. ROTC detachment at Canoga

Park High made the presentation

On May 19th, President Roger E. on behalf of the Chapter.

Robertson presented the medal to

AR OTECE
Cadet/Staff Sgt. Justin Hawke. FAIRFAX HIGH ARMY Jr

t—MaJjor
. ROTC On May 28th, Sergean .
] e i e Donald Bishop of the Fairfax
. M 22nd the medal was High ROTC detachment made 3 ?h?‘
= g Midshipman/Petty presentation to Cadet ajo

conferred on
Qfficer 2nd Class

Jamie Shulman Robert D. Abelson
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BELMONT HIGH ARMY Jr.ROTC

Walter
for the
Bronze ROTC

On May 22nd, Compatriot
G. Turnell arranged
Presentation of the

medal to Gustavo Ramerez.

THOMAS JEFFERSON HIGH

ABRIMY Jr. ROTC
On May 13th, Compatriot Walter
G.  EREumeneiltl provided the Bronze
ROTC medal for Cadet PFC Saul

Flores.

GEORGE WASHINGTON HIGH
ARMY Jr. ROTC

On May 20th, MiSat. Joe Pettis
of the George Washington High
detachment ef “‘the Army ROTC
Presented a medal on behalf of
the Chapter.
WOODROW WILSON HIGH
ARMY Jr.ROTC

On IMay 8th, LtC Roger Woods,
Commanding the Woodrow Wilson
High School Army ROTC Detach-

ment presented the Bronze medal

to Cadet LtC Kenneth Yu.

CUHPQTRIOT GREGORY

SCHLIEPER g ep g 2 CODET

-A. A.F. RorC.

CANYUN COUNTRY HIGH
S

A.F. JR. ROUTC (SUMMER SESSION)

On July 6th, Col. Lawrence A.
Barrett, represented the Chapter
and presented the Bronze ROTC
medal at their summer encampment
in San Diego.

SENITOR R . . TG
PRESENTATION

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA
NAVYS R0 T

On April 25th, President Roger
E. Robertson presented the Nawval
Officers sword to Midshipman lst
Class Micheal D. Rowland.

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA,
LOS ANGELES

On May 30th, Compatriot Steven
Gregory presented the Air Force
Officers dress Sabre to Cadet

Schlieper.

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN

CALIFORNIA
ARMY R.0.T.C.

On April 25th, Compatriot Donald
N. Moran presented the Army
Officers Dress Sabre to Cadet
Major Neil Lovering.

COMMENTS

As you can See the Chapter
has exceeded all eXpectation in
supporting this very worth while
Program. Younyie ) also note
that several of the Presentat-
ions were made by the officers
or Non-commissioned officers of
the RoOTC detachment. It is
important that g member of th;
S.A.R. attend each award progran
and make the bPresentation. Those

?ho have done S0 state that jt
1s_a very rewarding €XpPerience
and the Young men and young
women of th

e
i ROTC Drognams ap,

Worthy of our e

.
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McKellep presenting the
Rowland ROTC Medai at San Fernando Hizh

Roger Robertson presenting a James
sword to Micheal D.

Donald Tloran presenting the

Roger Robertson presenting the
ROTC HMedal to David Krueger

ROTC Medal to Cadet Ching Tang

ing the Army sabre
Neil Lovering

Donald Moran present
to Cadet Madjor
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PRIvAaTE PETER FRaAaNCIsco

Cook wrote "Wars
Yy for the most
i;Jpart by Anonymous men
=l who emerge from obscur-
ity, briefly bear the conflict's
burden, and then return to their
unrecorded ways. Yet every now
and then one of them
fame in his own cight "

{ red J.
are fought

achieves

This is the
story of such a
soldier. Today his
heroic feats have
been lost in the

Pages of history
but in his day
Peter Francisco
was a real life
legend. His expl-

oits were told and
exaggerated around
the camp fires of
the soldiers who
fought in the Rewv-
olution. As incr-
edible as this
retelling may be
it is supported
by surviving hist-—
orical records and
numerous writings
of respected hist-
orians.

Private Peter
Francisco's story
starts out quite
different than the
common soldiers.
He was a foundling.
It is believed he was
of an aristocratic
family, that had been spirited
awvay from Portugal because of
Political intrigue. At  age four
he wag found one early June
morning in 1765 at City Point
(now Hopeuell, Virginia). His
dress was that of g nobleman's
Son, and his shoes were buckled
with silver buckles, each
forming a letter — "P" and L) SlLE
He digqg not speak 4 word of

the son
Portuguese

PRIVATE PETER

THE aMERICAN F?EE\/CDL_LJ'rIICDPQA\F?\” wWa R

English, but, what sounded like a
mixture of Portuguese, French
and Spanish. In appearance he
was big for his age, with black
hair and striking eyes.

He was taken to the Prince
George poorhouse to be cared
for. His interesting story soon
was the talk of

tidewater Virg-
inia, and attr-
acted the atten-
tion of Judge
Anthony Winston,
one of Patrick
Henry's uncles.
The Judge took
charge of t he

abandoned boy and
took him to one
of his farms near
New Stone in
Buckingham County

It was here that
Peter grew to
manhood.

After he had
mastered cenglish
he told Judge
Winston several
vague recollect-
ions, which incl-
uded his name and
confirmed the
% theory of his be-

) ing a member of
FRANCISCO an important Port
uguese family. He

owing to his

young age could not recall
enough family information that
would absolutely confirm Judge
Winston's Suspicions, nor to
Permit the good Judge to take
action to try and find hjs
parents. The Judge decided to
Provide for the boy and Peter
enJjoyved the 1local status of
being a ward of Judge Winston.
He frequently Accomplied the
Judge around Virginia and to the
1775 Virginia Convention. Judge

—

v




Winston was the delegate from

action. i i

Buckingham Count y to that famous dangerous Tguti?compé;:h ngéﬁ
meeting. On March 23rd, 1275, Virginia took up Positionsg in
Peter heard Patrick Henry's Sandy Hallow. Howe's troops
famed "Give me liberty, or give Were pursuing the beaten Contin-
me death" Speech. As with sSo entals when they €encountered the
Many who heard or read Henry's Tenth. —Tho ensuing battle raged
fiery speech, the cause of the for forty—-five bloody minutes.
co%onies gave birth to the The Casulties were exceptionally
Splrit of Patriotism. high.

Fourteen year old Peter « Two of these wounded were

had already attained his huge the young Marquis de Lafayette
> -Zze. He etood 6 foot 8 inches wao Bad digtinGuiohen hypmetc
and weighed 250 Pounds. His with his daring leadership R
great strength was derived from that narrow fielg and the other
his being trained in black- Was young Francisco. Both men
smithing. Most men of his times were treated by the same Quakers
stood 5 foot 8 inches, hence he and it appears that they
Was a foot taller and 100 pPounds established a freindship that
heavier! Young Francisco was Was to endure for a lifetime.
eager to enlist, but the more
prudent Judge insisted that he Peter's musket ball ?ound
Was too young and asked him to must not have been very serious,
wait at least a year. Peter because on October 4th, %???_he
complied with his benefactors was again in action. This time
request. But, as sdon as he the Battle of Germantown.
ifteen, he enlisted in -
Eggnegeith Virginia Regiment. His next assignment was the
defence of the island fort
On September 1l1th, 1777, He named Fort Mifflin. The Brltls?
was in his first battle. General attack_on that post was oneT}c;e
Washington attempted to halt the fiercest of the lwa;_b e
British General William Howe's attack came from both -an fathe
march on Philadelphia. At artillery and from shl]:_.psto b
Brandwine, a little stream south Royal Navy.‘ T?e or
i i d to ruins in short order.
o A e fgrﬁ?d ;Educe few that survived the
his army. Howe out flanke im ose. e SR i
and the day was lost after a pounding they : o oeh e
le. The Tenth from shock an :
Sérd‘ fOugh:)dbatztﬁer Regiments Francisco was among ;2?
e i d fortunate few who escap
were left to fight a rear guar

S filin to open the
: R “orts Mercer and Miffi Cpae
- favette was wounded., So, in The British reduced I.-oa -:;.s among the survivors at Mifflin.
- e T Tavellc @ ; i SCO w

11 Brandyiwine the b]m,:( e n-year-old Peter Francisco. . Delaware River. Francis e
Py . ; r sixleen- 7,
: . ire, was the si e
his baptism of fire,

2




The Tenth Virginia was

of the Regimentsof the Line that

spent the winter of l???~l??8 at

yalleVy Forge, hence it is gafe

to assume that Peter Francisco
i those soldiers

uho' had toO endure those hard—

of Y 7RD the British
evacuated Philadelphia ijn favor

of New York. To save time the
main Aarmy was toO march across-
General Washington had no

jntention of letting them off SO
easy and maneuvered his Contin—
ental army bUO intercept and
destroy General Cornualis's
retiring forces- The two armies
clashed at Monmouth Court House-

This pattle
Americans in possession of the
pattle field, and @& fortunate
British Army escaped only bY

sneaking away 1in the middle of
the night. £

left the

Peter Francisco was severely
wounded in the pbattle from 3a
musket ball. The 1indury was to
cause him pain for the rest of
his 1life. But, he, now twice
wounded., reenlisted-

puring the summer of 1779 he
was in the attacking forces that
1aunched the successful payonet
charge that carried the heavily
fortified British position at
Stony Point, New York. Francisco
was wounded for @& third

time.

In the mele 7
eriie Li;ef:t;:‘::‘n;;wm;h.tpltm‘t: IVashington relieved blun
) e day, Francisco ]
vas wounded agai
; gain.

Point, stopping Si
g Sir Henry Clinton’s dri
s drive on West Poi
oinf,

again enlisted. [ :
joined Colonel William
Virginia Militia Regiment.

Mayo 'S

The Souths which until this
time harsh
realities was suddenly
saw the British lion £all on them

Charleston fell.
Their was nO Aarmy
available to repulse the British,
s0 Congress was assembling a new
Army 1n the South to be commanded
by the j
Gates-

inept

Gates took command of @a
consisting for the most

untried militia, poorly .
equipped and wanting for every-
jncluding food. He
insisted that his command
numbered 7,000 effectives,
however, his adjuant General,
otho Williams, a competent
officer, proved that the command
actually numbered 3,052. For
reasons that have been 1ost toO
history, Gates choose tO ignore
the truth and attacked general
Cornuallis's Army-
Cornuallis was amply supplied.
had a large force and his men
were battle hardened.

force

superior

Never was a

better
opportunity presented to the
British for @& complete wvictory.

7544
¢ was ulso

in the van

as Anthony I¥ayne siormed JlOﬂy

g
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An ewvent that foretold the

coming disaster OCccured on the
night of August 15th, 1780. The
British cavalry leader,
Banastre Tarleton, known for
his Cruelty Surprised the
American advance force ' con-
sisting of Armand 's Legion. The

surprise was
Legion was

complete and the
almost annihilated,
being forced back to the
Position held by the First
Continental Brigade. The night
action complete disrupted the
American advance and prepared
the scene for the battle to
come.

At dawn the full force of
the Cornwallis's Army fell on
the left flank of the American
line. Peter Francisco with the
Virginia Militia was stationed
there. A few of the Militia
had seen action before, but the
majority were untried recruits.
The results were predictable.
The militia broke under the
first crushing blow of the
British regulars and fled the
battle field. their head-
long flight, burst through the
Continental 1line, throwing it
into disorder. General Gates,
himself, turned his mount and
raced to the rear, winning the
ignominious "white" feather of

cowardice.

In

Peter Francisco and a hand
tried to stem
situtation

full of wveterans

the tide, but the

. - . .

‘ ( the ”1 .{f. : I ﬂ('f.’” Americans to PH.’CES-
4 samden thn L .ﬁh cut the 4

2 1 : ung[—m:d an I,IUO'PGIHHI cannorn.

| Rt
Francisco saved fis col

was hopeless.

a

been placed betuween
and North
was about to fall to
Using his
moved the 1,100 Pound

Position being held by

Francisco obserwved
Piece which had
the Virginia
Carolina Militia

small fjelqg

herculean strength he

Continentals.

there
could do on the battlefield so
moved

recover
eXcursion with the

a

cavalryvmen
stood,
empty,

Francisco
was

that
he
he
to

realized
nothing further

into a nearby woods

his strength after the
cannon. After
of Tarleton's
loomed over him. He
explaining his musket was
and extended it sidewise

few minutes two

in a gesture of surrender. As the

cavarlyman
weapon,
and bayoneted him.

reached for the
Francisco spun it around
Than mounted

his horse a rode offr.

escape
Peter
regimental commander,
being
officer.
officer
Colonel.
pPresented the
the Colonel

A short distance from his
from Tarleton's cavalry,
saw Colonel Mayo, his
a prisoner
by a British
charged, cut the
thus freeing the
Francisco than
captured horse to
and both made their

escorted
He
down,

escape.

presented Peter
his dress
played

war, Colonel Mayo
Francisco with
sword. It is now dis-—
Richmond, Virginia.

After the
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after the disastrous defeat
at Camden, Francisco joined 2
newly formed troop of cavarly
under the command of Captaln
Watkins of Prince Edward
County, Vvirginia. armed with
his hugh five foot sword and
his own mount, he rode with the
troop to join Mador General
Nathaneal Greene in the
Carolinas.

Greene was
rebuild the army after
Ccamden defeat. To by time
was harassing Cornwallis,
avoiding a major
Watkins's troop of
added to Colonel William
Washington's Light Dragoons.
Green was now ready to take the
offensive.

to
the
he
but
engagement.
cavalry was

trying

Marching his Army into
North Carolina to a battle site
he had previously reconnoit-
ered, General Greene awaited
Cornwallis's next move. On
March 15th, 1781, Cornwallis,
flush with his recent wvictories
moved against Greene.

General Greene deploved his
small army into three ranks. The
first rank, comprised of two
brigades of North Carolina
Militia under the commands of
Generals John Butler and
Pinketham Eaton. Their orders
from Greene were to deliver two
uell*aimed volleys than retreat.

The second rank, some
three hundred vyards behind the
first was manned by two Virigina
brigades of Militia commaned by

Generals Edward Stevens and
Robert Lawson. Their orders
were to inflict as much damage
as possible on the attacking
British than retreat.

The third and final rank
was the Continental Line under
the command of Generals Otho
Williams and Isaac Huger. The

line consisted of the Fourth and
Fifth Viginia and the First and

Fifth Maryland. Veterans all.

To protect the wooded
flanks, Green stationed the
Delaware Continentals and on

lef
t foreground with his

Depicted at -

Guilford

Drazoon 2 rd Court House di 4

I s Charging the Br diorama is Col.

itish regulars.

five foot sabre

bles, W1l}iam Washington's
rancisco, is shown i
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ready for action
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Washington's Dragoons and on the
left flank The famed Virginia
Rifles Supported by Light Horse
Harry Lee's cavalry.

By early afternoon General
Cornwallis had formed his army
for the attack then start his
advance. The first and second
American lines pPerformed well,
inflicting much injury on the
British ang retreated in good
order.
again attacked driving streight
through to the American center.
Just as it appeared to be
another victory for Cornuallis,
Col. Washington and his dragoons
charged. The impact on the
British regiments was terrible.
In the van of the Charge was
Peter Francisco with his awesome
five foot sabre. According to
accounts Guardsmen after
guardsmen fell before Francisco.
Offical reports indicate that
eleven British soldiers died

that day from the superhuman
strength of Francisco's and his
Benson J.

sabre. Lossing, the

The British reformed and

early historian of the American
Revolution Wrote that 4, British
infantryman "pPinned Francisco's

leg to his horse with his
bayonet. Francisco assisted his
assailant to draw the bayonet
forth, when, with terrible
force, be brought down his sword
and cleft the Poor fellow's head
from his shouldersi v

This was Francisco's forth
wound of the War and still he
fought on. The Continentals
following the led of the cavalry

charged the now disordered
British.
Cornwallis withdrew what

troops he could and was trying
to reform his shattered army

‘'when Washington saw another
opportunity and again ordered
the charge. He was in hopes of
capturing Cornwallis himself.
The British regulars were

Sseasoned troops and the quickly
drew up in the famed British
Square to repulse the cavalry.
With British bayonets forming an
impenetrable wall, Washington's
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back to health.

cavalry charged headlong into nursed the hero B o fEatore
the British square. Francisco However, it ”ai e hia foet:
‘was again wounded, this time Francisco was Dba&
verz zerizgsiZQ qu22yggizepezie His efforts at Guilford
i;Zee and tore upward. His les Courthouse d%d ngL. 89 ugnoazi?i;
ume - ripped  open " to the hip. Colonel Washlngt?n grge =
Somehow he managed to turn his accept a Comm1551?n. gener
horse and retreat. A short Greene presented him u1t§ a?
distance away he passed out and engraved razor case inscribed:
fell from his mount. wpeter Francisco, New S?one,
Buckingham County, Va. A tribute
The battle raged on, until to his moral worth and wvalor.
it was so disparate that General From his comrade in arms
Cornwallis ordered his own Nathanael Greene" The razor
artillery to fire grapeshot into case is presently displayed at
the melee of fighting men, Guilford Courthouse.
knowing that British as well as
American soldier would be As soon as he was recovered,
killed. Cornwallis thought this Francisco again volunteered his
drastic act would stop the services. He was serving as a
slaughter of his regiments. The scout.
tactic, inhumane as may have
been worked. The Americans at Ward's Tavern in Nottoway
withdrew to their original lines County, he was surprised by nine
and_ the British fell back to of Tarteton's troopers. He was
again try and reform their taken prisoner and was being
;;::?é Grzine 1giznu;?ii£1eldu§£ gu?rded by one of .the troopers
s while the other eight entered

technically was the wvictor. That

victory was far to costly as i
) s to take Francisco' si
his army had been so badly = BT e

o o i . buckles and while he was doing
ool nolonger a so Francisco wrenched his sabre
away from him and split his head
open. Another troop responding
to the commotion saw what was

the tawvern. His guard decided

Francisco lay in the field
bleeding to death from his

happeni i i :
3§und- A Quak?r named Robinson, atppF lng.and fired his pistol
o' wap: dharching the ficlde For rancisco. The ball struck
the wounded

him in the side,
of the War.
time

found him Just
; took him to
with great skill

his sixth wound
Francisco sprang at
and struck him down with

sabre. Other

b§reiy alive. He
his farm and

the captured

The hou i
> se of Tory 4 :
ish strong > Benjamin Chey

Point ar G
ermanioz
town, Frq

was an important Briy.

nCisco’s second battle
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accepted Corn

PPears op the rolls
American forces at
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wallis surrender,

Peter

annah  Anderson
brought with her
of Locust Grove
ce lived out hie
rosperous pPlanter.

In 1824,
Lafayette made
tour of the

Peter Francisco
MaPQUiS on

estate
Here Francis
years as g P

the Marquis ge
his now famom
United States.

accompanied the
his

B inin tour through

Francisco was widowed
twice, and was remarried each
time. 1In 1831, at age seventy
he became . ill with an
intestinal ailment, which
nodoubt was appendicitid. He

died three weeks later.

The Marquis de Lafayette
wrote to his widow when he
learned of his former comrade
in arms had died.
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